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Journeys
The newsletter that brings you closer to the lives you help change.

This newsletter shares
stories of people whose
lives were transformed,
who found hope when
they were past hope...
thanks to the work we
did together. You made
this all possible.

INSIDE
More stories of
hope and healing
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Thanks to you,
Vietnam veteran is
able to die at home

How will you be
remembered?

Crisis in hospice care:
how you’re helping

Patricia Marshall approached her diagnosis of Alzheimer’s with grace and humility.
Because of you, she spent her final moments at home with her family. Thank you!

Beloved mother and grandmother
spent her final weeks at home
You made this possible! Thank you!
People felt like Patricia Marshall was their
best friend soon after they met her. She was
loving and kind. God was a huge part of her
life. And sharing that love with others was
also extremely important to her. She was
encouraging, supportive, compassionate,
and full of gratitude.

These qualities served her well when she
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. “Mom
approached dementia and Alzheimer’s
with grace and humility,” said her
daughter, Laurel. “She trusted the Lord
for this segment of her life journey.”

Story continued on page 3

Impact of your gifts
How your donations allowed family of Vietnam
veteran to bring him home at the end of his life

Dave Hayes was a Vietnam veteran.
Thanks to you, Dave was able to spend his final weeks at
home, with his family.
Dave Hayes was a family man. “I couldn’t imagine a more
present father,” said his daughter, Nini. “My dad believed
that raising kids was just as much his responsibility as my
mom’s.” He was also a Vietnam veteran. He served 3 years
and 7 months in Vietnam during the war.
Help when they needed it most
Dave struggled with diabetes and prostate cancer for quite
a few years. Then, in late February of 2021, he had a stroke.
After that, his health declined significantly.
Dave moved from the hospital to a skilled nursing
facility. That’s when his palliative care doctor recommended
hospice. Dave’s family wanted to focus more on his quality
of life. And they wanted to bring him home. Hospice made
that happen.
Knowing they weren’t alone
“Providence Hospice arranged to have a bed delivered for
my dad, as well as a lift,” explained Nini. “They also took
care of all his medications.”
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“The array of services we had was so valuable — a
chaplain, a social worker, hospice aides, and nurses. And
their communication was so clear. They never used jargon.”
For Nini and her family, the most important part of
hospice was the 24-hour access to nurses. “I called them
so many times!” said Nini. “They were always reassuring,
saying, ‘You’re doing a great job.’ They constantly made us
feel competent.”
Not only did Providence Hospice care for Dave, but
the team also cared for Nini and her mom. “We never felt
alone,” said Nini, “Even though the hospice team wasn’t
there with us all the time.”
Dave Hayes died on May 27, 2021. He was 84 years old.
“Because my dad spent his final weeks at home, nothing
was left unsaid,” explained Nini. “That happened
because of Hospice. Thank you!”

3 Simple Ways…
You can bring comfort and
peace to someone who’s
terminally ill

How will you be remembered?
Leaving a gift in your will to
Providence Hospice of Seattle is a oncein-a-lifetime chance. A chance to ensure
that people who are facing terminal
illness and grief get the help and support
they need. Even after you’re gone. And
for your kindness, we’ll always remember
you. For more information, call Gary
Crum at 206-749-7801 or email him at
gary.crum@providence.org.

Donate online.
You’ll make a difference today!
Visit www.providence.org/		
hosdonate.
Give in Memory.
Giving in memory of a loved
one is a perfect way to honor
that special person, and bring
comfort to a terminally ill
person in need.
Give in Celebration.
Consider asking your friends
and family to celebrate your
birthday by donating to
Providence Hospice of Seattle
in lieu of gifts.

Continued from page 1

helpful,” said Laurel’s husband, Rand.
“At one point, he sat down with us
in the living room and answered all
of our questions. He was patient. He
recommended materials to help us
understand the dying process and what
to expect.”

Journeys is a publication of
Providence Hospice of Seattle
Foundation

“Because of hospice, we were able to
celebrate Mom’s last birthday with her,”
said Laurel. “We had a party on the patio.
She was laughing and smiling. Mom
loved birthdays!”
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Patricia was able to celebrate her last
birthday with her family. Her birthday
cake was made by a dear friend.
Patricia’s health continued to decline.
Eventually, her doctor recommended
hospice. And Providence Hospice of
Seattle stepped in to help.
“Hospice took care of everything,”
said Laurel. “They took care of all her
medications. They brought in equipment
and supplies. Mom’s hospice social worker
gave us an overview of what to expect.”
“Patricia’s hospice nurse was incredibly

“Without hospice, Mom’s last few
months would have been a lot more
stressful. We would have been struggling
to keep up with all the changes in her
health. We wouldn’t have been able to
provide her with a peaceful transition.
To spend the final moment with her and
that fellowship was invaluable.”
“I’m very grateful for hospice, for
everyone who was involved. Thank you!”
This is the kind of care you make
possible, through your generous
donations. Thank you for helping the
most vulnerable in our community!

Cindy McRoberts
Donor Relations Officer
cindy.mcroberts@providence.org
Adriana Falk
Development Assistant
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Crisis in hospice care:
not enough nurses

Because of you, new program is
training new hospice nurses

You might have heard that our community doesn’t have enough
nurses. This shortage also applies to hospice care. And without enough
nurses, people in need of hospice care risk not being able to get it.
But thanks to generous donors like you, Providence Hospice of Seattle
recently started a new Nurse Residency Program! The majority of the
program by your donations.
This program takes nurses who have recently graduated from nursing
school and gives them 12 months of specialized training. They receive
classroom instruction that is specific to hospice care. And they’re paired
with an experienced hospice nurse. This allows them to learn how to
provide compassionate care to people who are facing a terminal illness.

Kevin Le - a current nurse resident, thanks to you!

“In nursing school, I knew I wanted to be a hospice nurse,” said Kevin
Le, a current resident. “But nurses usually need years of experience to
be hired as a hospice nurse. Without this program, I wouldn’t have been
able to go straight into hospice nursing. This is a dream come true!”
“This residency program is a priceless opportunity to safely gain
hospice nursing skills,” said Berit Koltveit, another current resident. “It’s
innovative and unique. Without it, I would be doubting myself and
my skills.”
Right now, the program is training two nurses. We hope to expand
that number and train more nurses in hospice care each year.
Your donations pay for the majority of the Nurse Residency
Program. This program would not be possible without you.
Thank you for helping train new hospice nurses!
To learn more about how you can support the Nurse Residency
Program, contact Gary Crum (gary.crum@providence.org).”

Berit Koltveit - a current nurse resident,
thanks to you!

Yes! I want to make sure hospice and grief support are there
for adults and kids in our community.
I have enclosed a generous gift of:
$25

$50

$100

$1,000

$_________

Name_________________________________________________________

Mail to:
Providence Hospice of Seattle Foundation

Address________________________________________________________

2811 S. 102nd Street, Suite 220

______________________________________________________________

Tukwila, WA 98168

City___________________________State_______Zip Code____________
Email _______________________
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I have included hospice in my will.

DONATE NOW!
Visit www.providence.org/hosdonate
NLMAR22

