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Bob and Suzi Gulcher and their
granddaughter Grace

Strength of Family
If I’m honest with myself, I knew Dad was dying at Sunday by the Sea. I was
very conscious of hanging on his every word and staying by his side in his new
wheelchair. About a week later, my feelings were confirmed by Dad’s advanced
cancer diagnosis. Dad was happy to be surrounded and adored by the TrinityCare
Hospice staff. Continued on page 2
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Strength of Family

We Honor Veterans

Continued from page 1

One out of every four dying Americans is a veteran.
America’s Veterans have sacrificed and served our
country, and we believe it is our duty to support them
in their time of need at the end of life. That’s why
TrinityCare is proud to partner with the We Honor
Veterans program. Our Palliative Care and Hospice
services staff understand the unique needs of veterans
and are prepared to meet the specific challenges they
and their families may face.

As a longtime donor and with Mom on the board
for a decade, the foundation always felt like family.
However, as much as the Providence staff wanted to
care for him in the hospital, we all knew he wanted to
be home. From the minute we understood what lay
ahead, the TrinityCare staff surrounded us with
support, understanding, and compassion. We started
with in-home care, but quickly realized he was beyond
that stage. Sharon Moon arrived not a moment too
soon, coordinating the situation from chaotic to calm
in an instant. Once she made Dad comfortable, she
turned her attention to the family and even the dog,
who was trying to understand why she couldn’t sit
next to Dad. Dr. Komatsu came next, explaining with
great care what would happen to Dad both physically
and mentally. We listened attentively, especially our
then-13-year-old daughter, who was trying to find
the words to say goodbye to her beloved Poppi.
Dr. Komatsu suggested we take the same exceptional
care we were giving Dad to each other to heal our
grief. Our nurse was the conductor of this symphony
bringing the focus back to our love for Dad, while
reminding the family that this moment is a gift.
We all knew it was a privilege to be on this part
of Dad’s journey. Our last hours with Dad were spent
together, precisely as he would have wished and
only possible with the skilled and loving care from

Bob and Suzi Gulcher hold hands
TrinityCare. Mom and Dad held hands until the very
end, just as they always did. We celebrated his 92 years,
his love for Mom, his kids, and grandkids. Every time I
look back, there are no regrets – only blessings – and
we remain forever grateful.

Molly Byock has been volunteering for almost 20 years! Here’s what she has to say about
TrinityCare. “It’s my third career! I spent nine years as an elementary school teacher, and
24 years with Toyota Motor Sales. My assignments at TrinityCare are varied: Legacy
Art Project with families, Heart Touch care with patients, Therapy Dog care with
patients, and respite for primary caregivers – all providing challenging ways
to expand my skills and serve our patients and families.
“It’s just so rewarding to be a member of the team and to work with
these dedicated professionals to care for patients and their families. I left
an assignment one day crying from the sheer joy and inspiration of being
part of this community.
“I’m most proud of leading the way to incorporate Pet Therapy into our
volunteer program! I put my dog, Maddie, through the certification process
and developed the step-by-step instructions for all the volunteers. Now we
have at least five dogs visiting our patients! Honestly, it’s amazing to see how
Maddie brings love and joy to my patients.”
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This ceremony publicly
acknowledges
the military service
and sacrifices made
by veterans and their
families. The ceremony
gives an opportunity for
each veteran to share part
of their story. By doing so, the veteran can gain a sense
of meaning and purpose. Jim was in the Navy. Pearl
Harbor-USS Arizona BB 39 in 1941. As Jim was being
honored with a reflection and prayers, tears filled his
eyes. “We will never know the sacrifices you made or
the hardship you endured, but we want you to know
you are honored and loved.” He slightly shook his head
and whispered, “Thank you. I am proud.”
If you would like more information on We Honor
Veterans, please log on to wehonorveterans.org. If you
would like to help the TrinityCare Foundation support
our veterans programs, please contact Peggy Martin
at 310.543.3442.

By Kristin Conforti

Meet TrinityCare Volunteer Molly Byock

Molly
and Maddie

We Honor Veterans is a program of the National
Hospice and Palliative Care Organization in collaboration
with the Department of Veterans Affairs that is
focused on respectful inquiry, compassionate listening,
and grateful acknowledgment. The goal of the
program is simple—to care for and honor those who
have served when they reach the end of life. A vast
majority of veterans are not enrolled in VA and may
not be aware of end-of-life services and benefits
available to them, including the Medicare hospice
benefit and VA-paid hospice care. By recognizing the
unique needs of America’s veterans and their families,
we help guide them through this period toward a more
peaceful ending.

Jim Lazarus at his Veteran
Pinning Ceremony

If you have questions about being a TrinityCare Volunteer contact Myle Schwab at 310.543.3530
or Jolene Gutierrez at 562.402.1345.

Donate Your Vehicle & Support TrinityCare!
If you have a car, truck, RV, motorcycle, boat or other vehicle you can donate it today and help support
the Providence TrinityCare Foundation. Many people have a vehicle that they no longer want and can
donate it by simply calling 855.500.RIDE where they will arrange for pick-up and issue a receipt for your
tax deduction. More information or to make your donation online go to careasy.org.

Did You Know?
That you can make a gift to Providence
and also receive
1 TrinityCare
a LIFETIME INCOME?
2

That if you are 75 years old, you can establish a
charitable gift annuity that has a PAYOUT RATE
OF 6.2% for your lifetime? PLUS, THE OLDER
YOU ARE, THE HIGHER THE PAYOUT RATE.
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That you can make a GIFT OF YOUR HOME,
receive an immediate income tax charitable
deduction and continue to live there?
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That BEQUESTS to Providence TrinityCare
are a significant source of support for the
outstanding work being done in our ministry?
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That the Providence TrinityCare Office
of Planned Giving can prepare draft
BEQUEST LANGUAGE for you at no cost?
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That you can establish a LEGACY that will
forever link your family, your values, and
your generosity with the outstanding
achievements of Providence TrinityCare,
now and in the future?

7

That we can provide gift illustrations for
you that demonstrate the income and
TAX BENEFITS of establishing a charitable
gift annuity or other similar gift plan?

For more information on how to plan your legacy, please call Joe Ward, Executive
Director of planned giving at 310.793.8117 or email joseph.ward@providence.org

3

Layla Paige’s
Nature Walk
for TrinityKids Care

Join us for our inaugural Layla Paige’s Nature Walk for TrinityKids Care, hosted
by actor-musician-comedian Jack Black, star of the upcoming film Jumanji:
The Next Level and one-half of the rock-folk comedy duo Tenacious D. All
proceeds benefit TrinityKids Care, a program of Providence TrinityCare Hospice.

Hosted by
actor-musician-comedian
Jack Black

Saturday
Oct. 12, 2019

The mission of TrinityKids Care to provide
compassionate service to all regardless of their
ability to pay is made possible through the
generous support of the community. Layla Paige
was one of the nearly 2,000 patients cared for
by TrinityKids Care since its inception. Her story
and video can be viewed at trinitykidscare.com.
For details and sponsorship information, please
visit california.providence.org/ptcevents, or call
310.543.3440.

8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
South Coast Botanic Garden
26300 Crenshaw Blvd.
Palos Verdes Peninsula, California 90274

About
TrinityCare
Providence TrinityCare Hospice is a regional
hospice and palliative care provider with a
long and dedicated history for providing
excellent end-of-life and supportive care.
Our mission is to provide compassionate
service for all, especially the poor and
vulnerable. TrinityCare started as a small,
local service that has grown into a regional
program with four interdisciplinary teams
and a dedicated staff of more than 200
serving all of Los Angeles and Orange
counties. Since 1977, TrinityCare staff has
provided compassionate care and services
to more than 50,000 patients and families.
In 2001, TrinityKids Care was created to
help children with life-limiting illnesses live
as normal lives as possible, for as long as
possible, in their own homes. TrinityKids
Care is the only dedicated pediatric hospice
and palliative care provider serving all
of Los Angeles and Orange counties.
Reasons is the official newsletter of the
TrinityCare Foundation (Tax ID 33-0261016).
If you have questions or comments please
contact Peggy Martin at 310.543.3442 or
peggy.martin@providence.org.

Hosted by
actor-musician-comedian
Jack Black

Saturday
Oct. 12, 2019
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